[H] There we have learned: Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel 
says, “On three things the world stands: On justice, 
truth, and peace” [M. Abot 1:18]. 


[H] And the three of them are really one thing. If justice is 
carried out, truth is realized. If truth is realized, peace is 
made. 


[I] Said R. Mana, “All three of them derive from a single 
verse of Scripture: ‘[Speak the truth to one another, ] 
render in your gates judgments that are true and make 
for peace’” (Zech. 1:16). 


3:7 
[A] At Hanukkah [they read,] “The princes” [Num. 7:1ff.]. 


[B] At Purim [they read,] “And Amalek came” [Ex. 17:8ff.]. 


[C] On the new moons they read, “And on the first days of your 
months”[Num. 28:11]. 


[D] At the set ma’amads they read the story of Creation [Gen. 1:1ff.]. 
[E] At fasts they read the blessings and curses [Lev. 26, Deut. 28]. 


[F] They do not interrupt the reading of the curses, but one person reads 
all of them. 


[G] On Monday and Thursday and the Sabbath at the afternoon prayer 
they read according to the set order. 

[H] And these are not taken into account [in the reading of the regular 
Sabbaths], 

[I] since it says, “And Moses declared to the children of Israel the set 
feasts of the Lord” (Lev. 23:44). 

[J] Their religious requirement is that they should be read, each one in its 
time. 

[I:1 A] They do not interrupt [the reading of] the curses [M. 3:7E]. 


[B] Said R. Hiyya bar Gameda, “‘[My son,] do not cut up the Lord’s curses 
[or be weary of his reproof]’ (Prov. 3:11). 


[C] “[The meaning is,] “Do not break them up into small segments [but 
read them all at once].’” 


[D] Said R. Levi, “Said the Holy One, blessed be he, ‘It is not right that my 
children should be cursed, while I am blessed [in the blessing before 
and after the reading of the Torah].’ [Hence the entire passages are 
read without interruption. ]” 


